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a plural, multi-ethnic and rift-ridden societﬂ}. Whether it is an ‘imagined community’ or a palpable flesh-and-blood poc
humanity, the idea of the Nation passed through the inevitable frictions of history. This conference will focus on the effort
union as well as the inevitable and avoidable-fractures-amonhg communities, dissecting the idea of India, examining the causes
the sectarian and the communal identities; the"identities of the mainstream and the peripheral communities by following thg
language issues; and emerging identities through linguistic’and cultural constructs. Policies of the British and of the Indian state ‘
had significant roles to play in constructing/the grand narrative of the Nation as opposed to the tribal, the Dalit, the sub-alter
who were never blended properly. This grand narrative has sometimes been questioned by the provocative suggestion of ‘playing
the nation game’. Historiography, therefore, has been standing at the crossroads.and has_often faced and accommodated
counternarratives. The two-natigh theory of Jinnah, and the birth of‘Pakistan are examples of theory’and practice in the cauldron
of history — demanding out of the historian a more_introspective subtle“approach., The history 6f the Nation would entail
alternative narratives from the Feminist point of view too,.offering a challehge of accommadating.a gendered counternarrative.

Whereas the organisers invite and intend to maijntain a catholic point.of'view in accepting paperson all related topics, some of the
probable areas to focus on arethe following:

e Geographical border drawing — :
e Linguistic maps and dominance: competition between Persian, Sanskrit and English %ﬁ#ﬂ
e Ethnic statehood

* Religious consolidations

e Literature of aspirations ofiethnic identity

e Revision of historiography

e Renaissance or a false paradigm?

e From Sepoy to Soldier: a military history of the Indian army and the INA

e Freedom revisited: theories ofifreedomby the English, the French and the Indians
o Enumeration of key-texts: Macaulay’s Minutes

The concept of nationality in the'Indian ¢ontext: Two nations theory and playing the nation game |4
Through the text darkly' Texts a'nd subtexts inf literature arts, music in defining the ‘Indian’ - Satin




hout the long Nineteenth Century. Whether it is the Partiti
Punjab and Bengal or the contours of the st ial rulers had little regard for the identities of different commu
leading to tragic separation of families. ;

was an‘undesirable fallout of the British policy of education. Whereas the
was an initial euphoria over Sanskrit resulting out-of the activities of the Orientalists like William Jones and Max Mueller, t
British Government created parallel systems of education through ‘tols’ teaching Indian knowledge and schools promoting th
learning of English. Government spending/over‘Persian-in schools was gradually reduced as it was réplaced by English in mosth!
Government work.

was often anlideal rather than a reality as the population_in mostindian“states was mixed. The attempt to
recognize the dominant majority.community often created fissures in the body politic’as the minority communities wanted to
assert their rights. Drawing the boundaries of states on thebasis of linguistic identitiesalso did not succeed as people of different
linguistic groups remained spread-over the entire subcontinent and iconcentrated in certam areas.The present Indian state has
inherited all these unresolved confllcts

of Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Christians, Sikhs and other"communities became the basis of communal

riots rather than harmony as the“rulers\were interested in the/dividé and rule policy. The conference envisages how the Indian

nation was di-sected into Muslims and Hihdus in spite of the presence of other.réligions and leaders promoted sectional interests
ather than that of the nation.

can be observed in.the rise of literature in various languages of different regions of
. Whereas an idea of the Indian nation was taking shape, the literature of regions focused on particular ethnic groups,
dying the diversity in unity. :




— a spurt of intellectual activity that was a direct prol
of the confluence of Sanskrit, Persian and Erféllsh mtellectuaﬁtradltlons The question remains if such regional expressions ca
compared to the 15" century Italian Renaissance or if,the Renaissance is a false paradigm.

anchoring the Indian freedom movement remains a contested concept. The French concept of freedo
(liberty) rising with the French Revolution was the'tbasis of.the English concept of freedom (mostly envisaged as bourgeoi

freedom of ruling the sub-classes. The Frenchsand the’ English as colonial powers, however, failed to_imagine liberty leading the .

colonial natives. The freedom fighters of.ndia burnt with ‘an inspiration from the Bhagabad Gita or'Swami ‘Vivekananda’s ideas.
Did they sacrifice themselves for the ideals of a bourgeois-ruledhation?

The transformation of the was a proud fact of Indiannationalist movendent. It was mediated by the
actions of the Indian National Army of Rashbehari Bose, later led by Subhas Chandra.Bose.

was never for Indians a homogeneous concept. It was-fractured from the very beginning. Essentially a European
bourgeois concept, it miserably.failed to suit the reality of the multi~ethni¢, multilingual diversity of our country. However, taking

cue from the past masters the nation/state/of India tried to weave a grand-narrative.of the nation. The concept was squarely
challenged by Rabindranath Tagere.inh ‘his/day. Throughout its history the fledgling Indian state encountered the revolts by
multiple communities who were subsumed under majority communities. The bogey of the Pakistan state as enemy further helped
in identifying India as an imagined community as a unity. This grand narrativé has been questioned from the start by historians
ad thinkers, whether it was the question of the two-hation theory.or the question of giving legitimacy to the movements of
ltiple communities crying for their own identities. Do the ideologues and makers of political theosophy play the nation game to

reimagined and reflected the turbulent manifestations of the Indian struggle for independence.
5 were made in literature, arts, music in defining thefIndian’ - Satinath Bhaduri’s Jagari, Sharatchandra’s Pather Dabi,




wholeheartedly parti€ipated if\the freedom struggle revolting and fighting against British oppre

However, apart from paying lip-service to a w¢r|bal leaders, mainstream history is silent about their long tradition and cult
Tribal languages still do not find adequaté representatloﬁ and children are forced to learn the language of the maj
community. There is this long road to freedom when they won’t have to be educated in another’s language. The Dalit communiti@s
equally face an uphill task in gaining their dueplace in all-spheres of life. India can be an equitable place only when this term Da i
would outlive its use.

may be a well-known theory but the;matrix of Indian society remains patriarchal. Women’s fight'for equal status in thelgs
making of India is a necessity. History does'not readily yield place to herstory and the reform needed is profoundly psychological
for being manifested in the social.

is a related area of research into the nineteenth-century‘concept-of home/as the private space for
women as opposed to the public life. How the concept of ‘andar’ and ‘sadar’, the jjehana.mahal’ and the public space created
constraints for women and hoew.this tension (seamlessly \compounded_with-the’ nationalist movement is an area of intricate
research. Rabindranath Tagore’s Ghare Baire is an‘exemplum of literary refraction.oef the'socio-political tensions.

These and many other issues will be examined, debated and thrashed out' making thisfeéonference an opportunity of rediscovering
and describing our modern selves, not'as priSoners‘of thé past but as inheritors of an intellectual ethico-political legacy.

PAY NOW
(=




n

Dr. Anjan Saha Dr. Gourishwar Choudhury Dr. Abin Chakraborty
Assistant Professor, Department of ssistant Professor, Department of Islamic Assistant Professor, Department of English,
H

istory, Maulana Azad College, Kolkata History, Maulana Azad College, Kolkata Salboni Govt. General Degree College, WB

Freelance researcher

Sri Aritro Mukherjee ~ Dr.Laki Mollah
Assistant Professor, Department of
E

nglish, Bhairab Ganguly College, Kolkata

| —

Smt. Menka Singh
Assistant Professor, Department of

History, Daulatram College, Delhi

-
)

Kamalabala Women’s College, WB English, Maulana Azad College, Kolkata

Dr. Nandini Maity Dr. Niranjan Goswami
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Akui Associate Professor, Department of
University, Gurugram

| ——
(g

Dr. Prachi Gupta
School of Arts and Liberal Sciences, IILM

N

Ms. Rubaiya Nasrin
PhD Scholar, Department of English, A, Department of History, University of
Hyderabad, Hyderabad

Jadavpur University, Kolkata

[ Smt. Sandipana Dhar
M.

University of Calcutta

| —

Smt. Soma Ghosh
PhD Scholar, Department of History,

|
)

Malda,wB

Smt. Somrita Misra
Assistant Professor, Chanchal College,
Calcutta, Kolkata Raniganj Girl’s College, Raniganj,WB

|

Sri Rivu Debnath Dr. Suhas Chand Kapur
MA, Department of History, University of Assistant Proessor, Department of History,

Sri Adwaita Basu

Smt. Oishee Deb
MA, University of Delhi MA, University of Calcutta

Sri Anirban Mukhopadhyay)

Smt. Rishila Mishra
MA, University of Calcutta

Department of History, Maulana Azad
College, Semester VI

n
=
n
o
3
1]
o
9]
D
T
vy)
Q
=
o
-y
)
>

" Y [ |
1 ) |
i

y s



DR NIRANJAN GOSWAMI SRI ASHOKE KUMAR'MANDAL DR. NILANJA‘I:IA‘CHATTERJEE SMT. RESHA BARMAN

(CONVENOR OF THE (JOINT CONVENOR OF THE (JOINT CONVENOR OF THE (TREASURER)
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE) - INTERNATIONAL.CONFERENCE) Assistant Professor, Postgraduate
Associate Professor and Head of the Associate Professorand Head of the Associate Professor, Postgraduate Bepartment of English, Maulana Azad

Department, Postgraduate Department of Department of History, Maulana Azad Department-of English, Maulana Azad College, Kolkata

English, Maulana Azad College, Kolkata College, Kolkata College, Kolkata

DR. ANJAN SAHA DR. SAIKA HdééAlN SMT. SARANYA MUKHERJEE SRI SOMRAJ BANERJEE

(MEMBER) (MEMBER) (MEMBER) (MEMBER) e
istant Professor, Department of Associate Professor, Department of History, Assistant Professor, Postgraduate Assistant Professor, Postgraduate 4&

Maulana Azad College, Kolkata Maulana Azad College, Kolkata Department of English, Maulana Azad Department of English, Maulana Azad /'
College, Kolkata College, Kolkata L

PAY NOW

=
(=
-

DR. ARUNANGSHA MAITY (MEMBER)

Department of History, Maula

e ol ; A ¢ )
e L '_; . -~
A ' STUDENTS RS 200/- |
e, Kolkata : " ‘




